
WNC Communities empowers the people of Western North Carolina to cultivate
the vitality and prosperity of our mountain communities through collaboration
and agricultural opportunities.

Amy Beane, Nurse Practioner at
Outland Family Clinic, Ebbs
Chapel Community Center

COMMUNITY CENTER SPOTLIGHT
Impact Award Winner

77th Annual

WNC HONORS AWARDS
EVENT SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE

IN THE MOUNTAINS, THE
COMMUNITY CENTER IS THE
HEART OF THE COMMUNITY
It is the food pantry, the after-school
program, the farmers market and the
health screening. It’s the place neighbors
gather to celebrate and look out for one
another.

The Upper Laurel Community Organization took an old schoolhouse that
had sat empty since 1974 and turned it into the Ebbs Chapel Community
Center, including a working health clinic. In its second year, the clinic gave
329 neighbors free medical care they could not easily get anywhere else.

“That is what a strong community center makes possible when
it has the support to grow.”

PARTNER WITH US TO STRENGTHEN RURAL COMMUNITIES ACROSS WNC.

BUILD STRONG CENTERS, BUILD
STRONGER COMMUNITIES
These centers run almost entirely on
volunteers. Since 1949, WNC Communities has
stood behind them through the WNC Honors
Program, helping local leaders build stronger
organizations and increasing their capacity
to serve their neighbors. 

Each November at the WNC Honors Awards, we celebrate their work and give them
cash awards thanks to the generosity of donors like you. 



Bethel brings local history to life for 4  graders.th A jam session at Cathey’s Creek brings all ages together. Birdtown Fall Festival winners celebrate native culture.

In Rural Western North Carolina,

The Community Center is the 
Heart of the Community

For more than 75 years, WNC Communities has
helped strengthen rural Western North Carolina
by supporting the places where connection
happens: community centers. Since 1949, we
have helped establish over 400 community
centers to foster rural economic development.
Today, we support more than 80 community
centers across 18 counties in WNC. These
centers are more than buildings—they are the
social fabric of mountain communities. They
create places where neighbors work side by side,
build trust, and care for one another while
cultivating belonging, identity, and community.

WNC Communities strengthens these
organizations through workshops, training,
consulting, peer learning, grants, and practical
resources that build six core capacities essential
to nonprofit success: governance, leadership,
financial stewardship, volunteer engagement,
programs, and collaboration. 

Through our WNC Honors Program, we help
leaders advance through four levels of
organizational development: Trillium, Mountain
Laurel, Redbud, and White Oak. Since 2021, 29
community centers have advanced, including 7
that moved up 2 levels and 4 that achieved the
highest distinction, White Oak. 

The impact is significant. Last year, more than
7,000 volunteers at these centers contributed
317,157 hours of service and raised $5.6 million to
improve lives in our mountain communities.

Each year, we celebrate these accomplishments
through the WNC Honors Awards, recognizing
exceptional leadership and best practices with
financial awards before an audience of 300
leaders. Your sponsorship makes these awards
possible and invests in the community leaders
and gathering places that keep Western North
Carolina connected, resilient, and strong.

100% of your donation goes directly to these community
centers to support their vital work.



LET’S  STRENGTHEN COMMUNITIES TOGETHER

Community centers create connection,  
opportunities, and improved quality of life:

Community Meals 
Food Pantries

Senior Meal Sites
Holiday Celebrations 

Dances, Festivals, Family Fun

Packing farm produce for pantries Dance at Dunn’s Rock

Texana’s STEM program Digital Skills Class at Otto

Spring Creek rents to a local
salon business

Artist at Stecoah Valley’s 
Harvest Festival makes a sale

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

SOCIAL WELLBEING

EDUCATION

Small business vendor fairs
Farmers markets

Entrepreneurial skills classes
Business rental spaces

College & Trade Scholarships
Digital Literacy Classes

Youth Music & Art Programs
Libraries & Free Wifi



LET’S  BUILD RESILIENCE TOGETHER

Community centers help communities be healthy,
prepare for challenges, and preserve their identity: 

Health screenings
Opioid recovery support

Medical equipment pantries
Fitness & nutrition classes

 Buladean’s on-site clinic Bills Creek’s Medical Lending Closet

HEALTH ACCESS

Helene recovery & relief
Red Cross shelters

Emergency response training
Post-disaster planning

EMERGENCY
READINESS

CPR class at Walnut Laurel community as a resilience
hub during Helene

Cherokee language class at
Snowbird

 Clogging class at Cathey’s Creek

Bluegrass jam sessions
Cherokee traditional foods

Stream & farmland
stewardship

Historic building renovation

CULTURAL
PRESERVATION



2026 SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

PINNACLE 
$15,000+

PREMIER
$10,000+

COMMUNITY
$1,000+

SUPPORTING
$2,500+

LEADERSHIP
$5,000+

PREFER TO FUND SOMETHING SPECIFIC?

Funds 11 Community Awards and
the Impact Award.

10 Community Awards. $11,250 
adds the Youth Volunteer Award. 

Funds 1 Community Award. $1750
adds 1 Trillium Award. 

Funds 2 Mountain Laurel Awards.
$3450 adds 1 Trillium Award. 

2 Redbud Best in Class Awards.
$8,500 adds 1 White Oak Award.

KEY BENEFITS OF SPONSORSHIP

Connect with trusted local leaders
Reach 300 community leaders at our WNC Honors Awards, and 450+ newsletter readers, many

of whom are changemakers deeply invested in their communities. 

Strengthen communities across the region
Support community centers that improve quality of life for more than 100,000 households through

essential services and programs.

Demonstrate your company’s values in action
Show your commitment to important community priorities such as community development,

economic opportunity, rural resilience and education.

Partner with an organization with lasting regional impact
Invest with confidence knowing WNC Communities has supported rural community leadership

and development since 1949. 

Increase visibility across Western North Carolina
Receive recognition and media exposure across 18 counties.

Choose your level of impact.

Fitness trail
Update old wiring
Add air conditioning
Refurbish old playground
Insulation for rental space
Shelving for food pantry
Laptops for job seekers
Cherokee language classes
College scholarship program
Adopt-a-Tree program
Medical equipment
New generator

WHAT YOUR SUPPORT
MAKES POSSIBLE



2026 SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

BENEFITS COMMUNITY
$1,000+

SUPPORTING
$2,500+

LEADERSHIP
$5,000+

PREMIER
$10,000+

PINNACLE
$15,000+

Listing in the event program ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Recognition at the event ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Website recognition (1 year) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Regional press recognition ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

VIP luncheon seats 1 2 2 4 4

Logo on the event slideshow ✓ ✓ ✓

Spotlight blog post ✓ ✓

Role in the awards
ceremony ✓ ✓

Best Practices Gallery
feature ✓

Presenting Sponsor ✓

What:  77th WNC Honors Awards; ~300 leaders

Where: Harrah's Cherokee Casino Resort

When:  November 14, 2026

ABOUT SPONSORSHIP

Choose the level of impact you’d like to make
and we will handle the rest, from logo
placement to your role at the ceremony.
Commitments requested by September 30th.

ABOUT THE EVENT

WNC Communities is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit · EIN 56-0797766 · Because sponsorships include benefits, 
a portion may not be tax-deductible; an acknowledgment will be provided.

To confirm your sponsorship, scan the QR code below. 
For questions, contact: Susan Garrett, Community Programs Manager

Thank you for your support.

Choose your brand recognition.

(828) 252-4783 · susangarrett@wnccommunities.org · www.wnccommunities.org
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