
Your Breakfast Alley Favorites

Donations from this month-long series of events enabled BICC to buy fresh
produce from Ivy Creek Family Farm for their food pantry to nourish their
most vulnerable neighbors.
The club held a “Free Fun with Food - Kids Story Time” on four Wednesdays
after school.
Big Ivy created a free Valentine’s Day Tea, Pie, and Gift Basket Giveaway.
Another heartwarming Valentine’s offering was a special drawing for
nominated widows and widowers to win a basket of goodies, including
Sheena’s and Ivy Creek Family Farm gift certificates. A total of 22 got gift bags.
Big Ivy featured an Italian Family Feast on a Saturday with a suggested
donation of $30 - $100. They had 71 attendees!  Food for the Feast was
donated by Vinnie’s and Barley’s Restaurants.

BEST PRACTICES GALLERY
WNC HONORS AWARDS

Big Ivy Community Center 
Love Food February

Raised over $4000 for BICC’s food pantry
local farm partnership
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Big Y partnered with Mothertown, a nonprofit that does recovery and job
placement, to teach basic life skills. They held a chestnut bread making class
to teach traditional, healthy foods preparation. Classes are once a month and
are taught by elders with approximately 10 attendees. Next up: bean bread!
The community center partnered with Qualla Boundary Cooperative
Extension to install garden beds and encourage healthy eating. Kids and
adults were involved in planting.
Big Y held three classes on how to use Narcan to prevent overdose deaths.
Promoting harm reduction. They also taught CPR classes, and people are
asking for more of them!

BEST PRACTICES GALLERY

Big Y Community 
Promoting and Protecting Health

Teaching cultural culinary traditions 
Promoting gardening as a healthy choice
Teaching harm reduction strategies
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Cathey’s Creek has a fun Jam Session every Thursday night that brings in
locals and newcomers to enjoy traditional music and dance.  Skilled cloggers
teach kids and adults who want to learn.
Crafty Ladies meet weekly to knit, crochet, and quilt.  They also held a
traditional “Bed Turning” to show off locally made quilts. This was done in
conjunction with Transylvania Heritage Museum and was a huge hit.
The Heritage Committee of the community center completed a book titled
Cathey’s Creek, a Special Place, which recounts local stories and  history.  It
has become a successful fundraiser.

BEST PRACTICES GALLERY

Cathey’s Creek Community Center 
Preserving Appalachian Culture

Mountain music, clogging, and quilting
Heritage Committee preseves local history
in a new book on Cathey’s Creek
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Little River sponsors 4-H youth at their community center, including free
space and materials such as kits for STEM education, banners with their creed
and pledge, and more.
The club fundraised to send two students for a 4-H International Exchange
Program in Korea!
4-H members chose their own community services projects:

4-H youth volunteer at the club’s fundraisers, veterans’ breakfast, and
parades.  They also have helped clean up and paint the community building,
and did a clothing drive for a foster closet.

         - Planned, cooked, and took a meal to a homeless shelter.
         - Made valentines for a local retirement center.

BEST PRACTICES GALLERY

Little River Community Center
Supporting Youth through 4-H

Worked with NC Cooperative Extension to
give local youth enriching experiences
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Peachtree provided a free day of fun for families who might not be able to afford
a vacation, including a dunking booth, DJ, games, bounce houses, and fun
activities provided by REACH of Cherokee County, Soil & Water, Hiawassee
Watershed Coalition, churches, and Peachtree Fire Department.
Their Arts and Crafts Show fundraiser at the Summer Kick-off cleared $1200. They
charged booth space of $20 - $30, and sold breakfast and lunch. Artists came
from NC, TN, and GA, and vendors kept their own proceeds. People stayed all day
to socialize and do their Christmas shopping. The club also gave free space to the
Humane Society who found homes for 11 cats and 2 dogs.
Grocery Bingo is held once a month with 50 - 85 people attending. People pay $5
for two cards. Game winners choose from food and household items, or the
Good Neighbor Table. It’s fun for all ages and everyone’s a winner! 

BEST PRACTICES GALLERY

Peachtree Community Center
Having Fun and Raising Funds

400+ attendees at free Summer Kick-Off
Arts & Crafts Show: 65 vendors, 450+ attendees
Grocery Bingo makes $300+/month

Featured CommunityWNC HONORS AWARDS
2023



Your Breakfast Alley Favorites

Pumpkintown Road has had a serious issue with trash, so the community
center initiated a Community Trash Pick-up Day. 
Many community colleges and universities require students to do service hours.
Pumpkintown fed Western Carolina University students and other volunteers a
hearty breakfast, had some laughs, then cleaned up 4 miles of roadway
together, clearing 900 pounds of litter. 
They enhanced the new image of the community by building a new sign to
welcome everyone.  When the neighboring church saw it, they wanted an
upgrade, so Pumpkintown helped them build a matching one.
Pumpkintown uploaded their community scrapbooks onto their website to
preserve those memories and instill pride in their rich history.

BEST PRACTICES GALLERY

Pumpkintown Community Development Club 
Fostering Community Pride

Partnered with WCU Frisbee Team to   
pick up 900 pounds of litter in one day
Created new signage and image
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Monday Playgroup is a longstanding program from 10 am to 1 pm. Children of
all ages and their parents are welcome. Activities are in the playroom, gym,
library, and the grounds (which includes extensive playground equipment). 
Tuesday workshops are for ages 4 - 12 and include structured learning around
a theme such as storytelling, math, and geography.
Thursday afternoons are for youth playing organized sports.
All groups are free, volunteer planned, and run. Two retired educators and a
group of committed volunteers make it happen. Parents must also attend.
A Telegram text group and webpage notify parents and youth of activities.
Sandy Mush also provides homeschooling support and summer programming.
The Youth Program has an annual budget and is further supported by specific
funds for the sole use of the program.

BEST PRACTICES GALLERY

Sandy Mush Community Center
Youth Program

Monday Playgroup with 20 - 40 kids
Tuesday 4-week learning workshops
Thursday group for ages 10 - 15
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The Prayer Breakfast, now in its 29th year, has become an important tradition for
the community.
Each year the club develops a theme relevant to county-wide issues such as
affordable housing, drug issues, children’s education, etc.
The club invites a different pastor each year, groups they’ve worked with for the
past year, people with special background, and youth to speak to the theme.
Texana’s President gives an overview of the issue and outlines what they have
been doing for the past year to address it so the community knows their work.
The event creates a positive environment for fellowship among local politicians,
businesses, concerned residents, and leaders. 
Promotion includes outreach to the Chamber, County Commissioners, mayors’
offices, and public service announcements, radio and newspaper ads.

BEST PRACTICES GALLERY

Texana Community Development Club 
Addressing County-wide Concerns

Annual Prayer Breakfast with 150
attendees from across the county
Made ~$3500 from breakfast & donations
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People look forward to this annual festival, which has been their primary
fundraiser for over 10 years. 
Upper Laurel offers informal tours of the Ebbs Chapel Community Center (the old
school) so people can see what has been improved. They have a club member on
hand to explain accomplishments and plans for the future.
The festival includes a popular rummage sale, which raised $1200 this year.  It
also draws volunteers who want to get the “early bird” look at what’s for sale.
The festival also features all day live music, local bands, and dancing.
There are booths for area business and nonprofit vendors from the area, and a
raffle with prizes!
The club serves a country breakfast and lunch for a modest fee. Blackberry jams,
jellies, blackberry cobbler, and ice cream are also popular items for sale.

BEST PRACTICES GALLERY

Upper Laurel Community Organization 
Blackberry Festival

19 vendors; estimated 400 attendees
Made a net income of $4626
40+ volunteers gave their time
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